
This policy was designed so that everyone employed by TLC 

will have a general understanding of what early intervention 

is, when to refer, who to refer, and how: 
 

Each and every child is different. That have different ways of 
learning, understanding, and developing. Even siblings with 

the same parents can develop differently. Therefore, before 

referring a child, we must observe and collect information to 

pass on to the parents and therapists. Negative behaviors 

can stem from environment (parenting) or genetics (learning 

disabilities).  
 

Steps taken to refer a child: 

Why refer a child? 

If a child is not reaching their milestones and skipping 

milestones, it usually means that somehting is wrong 

developmentally (see examples of milestones). 

Early intervention will help them reach those milestones and 

develop anything missed. Early interventon can incluse 

physical, psychological, language, sensory, and fine motor. 

Observe the child for one week (what is the behavior, 
how often does the child do it and for how long?),
Report to director, 
Speak to parent,
Ask for evaluation.
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Once a family is referred to early intervention, they may call 
the health department id the child is under 2.5 years old, or 
the school district of if the child is over 2.5 years old. They will 

take information from the parent and then find an early 

intervention program that will observe and evaluate the child 

in the school setting, home, and play. The evaluation can take 

over one month, If they find that the child needs no services, 
then the parent can ask for a re-evaluation in three months.  
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When to be concerned and refer: 

4 month old 

     Cannot hold their head up 

     Cannot lift head and chest when on stomach 

     Does not make cooing sounds 

10 month old 
     Does not creep or crawl 

     Does not babble 

     Does not respond to name 

14 month old 
     Cannot walk with one hand held 

     Can not pull to standing 

     Does not talk at all 

19 month old 
     Does not have a vocabulary of 50 words or more 

     Does not walk without help 

2 year old  
     Cannot communicate  

     Cannot build a tower with four blocks 

     Gets attention by biting, hitting, etc.  

3 year old 
     Does not use 3-5 word sentences 

     Cannot follow simple directions 

     Does not play with other children 

     Does not show affection 
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The following information comes directly from the New York 

Department of Health:


